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A Dying Skill
Activity 1.

On a separate piece of paper, write five sentences about why you are learning English. When you’ve finished exchange your handwritten notes with another student. You will need your friend’s sentences in Activity 4.

Activity 2.

What do the following adjectives have in common? What do they mean?

CRABBED, ILLEGIBLE, JOINED-UP, SPIDERY

Activity 3.

What do the following adjectives have in common? What do they mean?

· Are you happy with your handwriting?  Do other people find it easy to read your handwritten notes? 
· How much, in your opinion, can we find out about a person analyzing their handwriting. What kind of information can we obtain studying someone’s handwritten letter?
Activity 4.

Look at the notes your classmates wrote in Activity 1 and analyze his / her handwriting. First answer the questions, then read the interpretation of each answer. Present to your classmate his or her handwriting analysis.

	1. Do your classmates letters slope

	a. backward?
	b. straight up and down?
	c. forward?

	2. Are the letters in your classmate’s words

	a. fully connected, with clear breaks between the words?
	b. partially connected, depending on the letters?
	c. unconnected, like printing?

	3. Between words, does he/she leave

	a. wide spaces?
	b. narrow spaces?
	c. no spaces - words are connected, pen doesn’t leave paper?

	4. How close together are your classmate’s lines of writing?

	a. very far apart
	b. apart far enough that the letters do not touch
	c. close enough that some letters, e.g. “y” and “g” at the top and some letters, e.g. “h” in a top line and “t” at the bottom overwrite each other

	5. How large is his/her capital “I” in the sample text?

	a. larger than the other capital letters
	b. about the same size as the other capital letters
	c. smaller than the other capital letters

	6. What colour ink does you classmate use? (If they used another colour, ask them which of the three would they prefer)

	a. dark blue or black
	b. red
	c. light blue



	A
	B
	C

	Backward sloping letters indicate that the person is shy and afraid to show his or her feelings.
	Letters written straight up and down indicate the person’s strong need for contact.
	Forward sloping letters indicate that the person is reticent and very self-controlled.



	A
	B
	C

	Fully connected letters mean that the person likes talking and meeting other people.
	Partially connected letters indicate that the person is shy, idealistic, and doesn’t find it easy to have relationships, especially intimate ones.
	Unconnected letters show that the person is intelligent and thorough and always thinks before acting.



	A
	B
	C

	People leaving wide spaces between words are reserved, shy, cautious, and thoughtful. 
	Narrow spaces give away a talkative person, maybe even a busybody!
	Lack of spaces between words  is a sign of impatience, self-confidence and fondness for action.



	A
	B
	C

	Lines very far apart indicates that the person is isolated, detached, reserved, maybe even antisocial.
	Closer lines, however with letters still not touching suggests an uneconomical and talkative person.
	Very close lines points to a person with a well-organized mind.



	A
	B
	C

	People who prefer dark blue or black ink are rational, conservative; they adhere to conventions and tradition
	Those who like red ink are spiritual rather than material, and may have a deep understanding of other people’s problems
	Light blue ink is chosen by people who are strong, vital, energetic, and affectionate



	A
	B
	C

	People with  “I” larger than other capital letters have a high opinion of themselves.
	Equal size of capital letters suggests someone who is feeling depressed or has a low self-esteem.
	“I” smaller than other capitals indicates that the person is well adjusted and content with his or her current role.


Activity 5.

Read the short news item and explain the underlined words.

The texting teens who can’t write

Pupils’ handwriting is deteriorating because of a growing reliance on computers and poor teaching, it has been revealed.

Children learn to use a keyboard before putting a pen to paper, which means that some of them, although experts at texting and online communication, lack the basic skill of handwriting. Examiners complain some A-level and GCSE scripts are illegible.

While some teachers argue that teaching joined-up handwriting is a waste of time because soon everyone will be doing everything on computers, others believe that joined-up writing is more efficient than print and aids fluency of expression and speed of thought.

Slow or illegible handwriting can affect children’s achievement and self-esteem, according to Sharon Tuppeny, of the College of Occupational Therapists. She said: ‘Referrals to occupational therapists for handwriting difficulties are widespread, but it is believed this is only a small representation of those who are struggling.

Activity 6.

Discuss these questions in pairs or small groups. 

· Is handwriting a dying skill also in your country? Can you think of any other skills that are dying  because of growing application of new technological solutions?

· Do you agree with the teachers who say that teaching joined-up handwriting is a waste of time because soon everyone will be doing everything on computers? Why yes / not?
QUESTION 5.
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