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Language Function: discussing issues; reading a TV listing guide

Vocabulary/Topic: television, types of TV programmes
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focus on vocabulary
Activity 1.  Guess the expressions 
with the opposite meanings to the 
ones below.

WHAT WE WATCH & WHY

1. commercial television 

2. national TV channel 

3. black-and-white television  

4. analogue television

focus on vocabulary
Activity 2.  Which of the following are your favourite TV programme types? Why?

chat shows feature Þlms current a"airs 
programmes

childrenÕs programmes

comedy series news programmes sports wildlife programmes

documentaries soap operas cookery programmes docu-soaps

TV dramas quiz shows educational 
programmes

reality shows
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Activity 3.  Look at the TV listings for one Thursday afternoon. Which programmes would you like to 
watch? Why would you like to watch them? What types of TV programmes are they?

focus on reading
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Activity 4.  Answer the questions.

1. Which programme is a cartoon?

2. Which channel should you watch if 
you enjoy soap operas? 

3. What time is the first afternoon news programme 
shown?

4. What is the most important sporting event broadcast live?

5.  What is the title of the quiz show for people who like word puzzles?

6.  Which programme would you recommend to someone who loves collecting things that are 
old, rare and beautiful? 

7. Which programme would you recommend to someone who likes court proceedings?

8.  Which programme would you recommend to someone who would like to sell their house at a 
profit?

9.  Which programme would you recommend to someone who likes detective films?

10. Which programme would you recommend to someone who would like to settle down in 
another country?

11. Which programme would you recommend to someone who likes watching chefs at work?

12. Which channel shows at least one programme for children? 

focus on comprehension
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1. Do you have similar television programmes shown in the afternoon in your country?

2. Are you generally happy with the quality of TV programmes in your country? Why yes or why not?

focus on talking
Activity 5.  Ask and answer these questions in pairs.

focus on vocabulary
Activity 6.  Explain the following words 
and expressions from the TV guide.

1. to host

2. live coverage

3. a round-up

4. courtroom drama

5. interactive quiz show

6. feature- length

7. contestants
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