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TELEVISION PART 1

WHAT WE WATCH & WHY

advanced
upper-intermediate

intermediate
Vocabulary/Topic: television, types of TV programmes pre-intermediate

Language Function: discussing issues; reading a TV listing guide

focus on vocabulary

Activity 1. Guess the expressions
with the opposite meanings to the
ones below.

1. commercial television 4
2. national TV channel
3. black-and-white television

4. analogue television

.....
|

focus on vocabulary
Activity 2. Which of the following are your favourite TV programme types? Why?

[ chat shows [ feature blms [ current a"airs O childrenOs programmes
programmes

[ comedy series [ news programmes O sports O wildlife programmes

[J documentaries [ soap operas [ cookery programmes [ docu-soaps

[ TV dramas [ quiz shows [ educational [ reality shows
programmes
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focus on reading

Activity 3. Look at the TV listings for one Thursday afternoon. Which programmes would you like to
watch? Why would you like to watch them? What types of TV programmes are they?

12:15

Bargain Hunt

Tim Wonnacott presents as the
teams hunt in an antiques
centre in Brackley, Northants.
Experts Kate...

13:00
BBC News at One

National and intemational news
from the

around the country

13:45

Wimbledon 2009

Live coverage from the All
England Club, where it's
Wimbledon women's semi-
finals day. Venus and Serena...

12:00
Animal Park

Stories from Longleat Safari
Park with Ben Fogle and Kate
Humble. Enough scaffolding
has gone up on...

13:00

Wimbledon 2009

Sue Barker introduces

covel from Wimbledon. Just
four players remain in the
women's singles and by...

15:25

Martha S

Animated series based on the
bestselling books by Susan
Meddaugh. Nefarious con artist
Weaselgraft hatc

15:35

Raven - The Dragon's Eye
Children's fantasy game show.
Raven is vulnerable without his
staff and the four remaining
warriors...

12:30

Loose Women

Join the loose ladies for another
helping of fiery non-stop
lunchtime chat and fun. With
guest Johnny...

13:30

ITV Lunchtime News and
Weather

Alastair Stewart and Mary
Nightingale present a round-up
of the news from around the
world. Followed...

14:00

Dickinson's Real Deal

David Dickinson and his team
are in Nantwich, where a
Delarobia vase is the highlight
of the day

Daily Cooks Chaill

On today's show, battling chefs
Merrilees Parker and Martin
Blunos have three chances to
wow today's...

12:00
News at Noon

Daily news including business
news, sport and weather
12:30

Flip that House

Series following people
renovating properties to sell on
for a profit. A classic century-
old Californian...

12:40

My Place in the Sun

Series on homes abroad.
Sisters-in-law Kay Morris and
Wend?( Husband from Wales
have [eft the men at...

13:10 |

Witness for the Prosecution
Classic courtroom drama about
the trial of a man accused of
murdering a rich widow, a case
that proves...

15:25

Countdown

Jeff Stelling and Rachel Riley
host the show in which
contestants race against the
clock to pit their...

12:15

Eurosport2 News

The latest news and sport from
around the world

12:45

Five News

National and international news
12:55

Wordplay

JennP( Powell hosts a live
puzzle quiz in which four
contestants battle it out to
crack the combination...

13:45

Neighbours

Sparks fly between Zeke and
Donna. Ty bids farewell. Is
Bridget committed to the idea
of marriage?

14:15

Home and Away

Annie feels awkward around
Jai. Donna causes Irene to
miss Lou's funeral. Trey
records his bedroom antics...

14:50
Wordplay Plus

Interactive quiz show in which a
viewer at home solves word
puzzles against the clock in

order to win...

15:00 |

Columbo: Rest in Peace, Mrs
Columbo

Feature-length detective drama.
When a crooked estate agent
dies in prison, his widow vows
to exact...
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focus on comprehension

Activity 4. Answer the questions.

1. Which programme is a cartoon?

2. Which channel should you watch if
you enjoy soap operas?

3. What time is the first afternoon news programme
shown?

4. What is the most important sporting event broadcast live?
5. What is the title of the quiz show for people who like word puzzles?

6. Which programme would you recommend to someone who loves collecting things that are
old, rare and beautiful?

7. Which programme would you recommend to someone who likes court proceedings?

8. Which programme would you recommend to someone who would like to sell their house at a
profit?

9. Which programme would you recommend to someone who likes detective films?

10. Which programme would you recommend to someone who would like to settle down in
another country?

11. Which programme would you recommend to someone who likes watching chefs at work?

12. Which channel shows at least one programme for children?
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focus on talking
Activity 5. Ask and answer these questions in pairs.

1. Do you have similar television programmes shown in the afternoon in your country?

2. Are you generally happy with the quality of TV programmes in your country? Why yes or why not?

focus on vocabulary

Activity 6. Explain the following words
and expressions from the TV guide.

1. tohost
2. liveCOVerage
3. @round-Up
4. COUNtrOOM drama o
5- interactive quiz ShOW .........................................................................

6. feature-length
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